A STORY OF THE HISTORY OF CHIPPE#A LAKE
ity Virginia E. Ball, January 1968

The family were gathered in front of the open fire for »
pleasant evening of relaxation and companionship. Seven = yeity

,’o;d Carolyn was snuggled up close to hex grandmother on the
davenport, with three - year old Sally and twelve = year old Jo.n

on the other side. Carolyn looked up at her grandmother with an
affectionate smile and said, "Grandmother, please tell us a storv
about the old days., What was it like at Chiopnewa Lake when you
were young?"

Well, my dear, Chippewa Loke was guite cifferent in the 0id
days from wha* it is now. It was an old lumber town. the
village was Suil® YWy fhe Chippewa Laka Lumber Ceoapany in 1883.
Charles Wymui waix prosisent of the company and ilatvey P. Myman
was Secyeotar. - SFoeasviny. Iumbering was, of courne, th2 bidg
industry here then. The Chippewa Lumber Company purchased
150,000,000 feet of timber near Chippewa Lake in 188%. They also
purchased the D. F, Comstock mill at Big Rapids and moved it to
Chippewa Lake during tHe winter and conmenced sawing the first of
June. . '
Chippewa Lake lies in the southwestern part of Chiopewa

Township and is the largest body of water in llecosta County. It

is the source of the south branch of the Chippewa River. It 7
covers part of sections nineteen, twenty, twenty = one, twenty «

nine and thrirty and is about 800 acres in area.

During the first lumbering operations, pefore the mills came
to Chipnewa Lake, dams were built in the Chippewa Lake Creek to
make it navigable, so that logs could be floated down it to the
mills at Sajinaw.

Chippewa Lake was quite a town when the mills were here.
There was a large sawmill, shingle mill, potato warehouse and a
depot. A spur railroad came in here. It was a branch of the
Pere bdarguette. fthiare were two hotels, The Lake House was run
by John Ball and was located on that vacant lot next to Clara
Nott's home. The ~ther was the Tiffany House and was owned by
lir. and drs, H, A Piffany. There were two drug stores here.
The first doctor was Dr. Clark. After he left, Dr. A. A.
Pattersan vame and a few years later Dr. Chas Grant came., There
wos a livery stable and a skating rink. About 1904 the livery
stabel and the skating rin% burned. At that time, Mra., Wylie ran
a hotel wvhere Gerdon Miiler lives now and the livery stable was
about where Gordon't cas station stands. . Fred Honeywell ran the

. livery stable and he got slightly intoxlcated one night and



Page 2, Story of...Chippewa Lake ny Viriiala Gall

kicked over a lantern which started the fire. They got some of
the horses out and they ran back in ar vere burned. I was a
very small child at the time but I rem: —er how upset I was over

that.

Lake Street was built up almost s¢ 1 on the south side of
the street and there were sidewalks t» 11 length of it at one
time. The Methodist church was on L« treet., It burred, and

*{for saveral years the Methodists had services in the town hall.fﬂ,%,__

" Chippewa Townshivn was given a civi) nrjanization in 1868
John Sparks was its first supervisor. Thz first settlers were

Mr. and mrs. Pollock. they located on section 6 the spring of
1865. The firet marriaye was that of Rovert Jamlﬁon and Mlnn*a
Martiny. Ji was solominized by Rev. ¥. R, Miner in Ionia. The
first wbita ~hild born in Chippewa Yownship was Mary HeCormick,
daughter of Malromc and olatherine McCormick. She was porn Apzil
30, 1868, he later became Mrs. Tom Loucks and the mothex of
Velma Holt Shesherd. 'The old Loucks home still stands near
Louck's Corner which was named for the family and is now owned by
Velma's son, Glen Holt. ’ ‘

The first school in the Township was erected on section
eight in 1870. It was known as district one. It was an old log
building that was repaired so it could be used. It was one room
with a fireplace for heat, wooden puncheons for desks and trhee -
legged stools for seats., It was replaced by A new building in
1882. '

' ‘“Back in thé early days people didn't have electric
refrigeratlon as we do now. They used ice out of the lake for
refrigeration. Many people had ice houses in which they stored
the ice for use in summer. The ice was packed in thick layers of
sawdust to keep it from melting., We used to make delicious ice
creain and use the ice to freeze it. No picnic was complete
wishout a big freezer of home made ice cream.

“he winter of about 1900, the Belle Isle Ice Company of
Detrolt sent a crew of men up here to nut un ice. Beveral {ce
houses were built in which to store the ice. The men worked all
wircer oc ag long as the ice lasted., The ice was marked off and
cui Lnto cakes sbout one foot by three feet. It was then hauled
to thae i houses for storage. In the spring, another crew canme
and lozded iv on bhox cars and shipped it to Detroit.

wWhile the winter ice cntting crew was here, John Ball,
proprietor of the Talke ilouse Hotel, gave a "Sugar Off" party for
the men. He brousht in large pans of snow, well packed, Maple
sycup was boiled untii it spun a thread, then this was dropped by
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spoonfuls onto the snow. After it cooled a bit, it made wvery
delicious candy. This was calle¢, "sugaring off". They all sat
around the table, in the cozy heat of the big stove, and ate
this. Some of the men played musical instruments and some of
them could siny and it macde for a very pleasant evening.

There used to be a passenger boat on the lake called the
Raveille., Clara Nott, who still lives here and is 98 years old,
was one of the first vassenders to ride on it. Ilirs. Nott was
born about two miles south of Chippewa Lake, Novenber 18, 187°'¢-m;
She was married to George Mott in 1896. Hr. Nott was the '
blackswith here for many years. In the early days there were tvo

blacksmiths here. The other blacksmith was Charlie Fry. -
I called on Clara Nott just before Christmas last year. Bhe

had her Chrintmas tree up and covered with lichts and she was all
ready for Christmas. I have known Clara since I was a little
girl. Hér pratiy white hair and the fact that she doesn't get
around as well as she used to is about all that marks the ')assage

interesting as ever. I have never known anyone who grew old Fry
yracefully.

They used to haul big loads of logs on sleighs across ‘the
lake to the mill, I remember when Charlie Whitman's team went

through the ice. They unhitched the horses from the load and PUt’i  - 1~

a rope arround thelr hecks so they would float, then hitched'
another team on and hanled them ont. They were pretty white
horses with pink hoses. '

The Chippewa Grandge was an organization of some imnor tance
at one time. It was started in 1874, with a membershin of twenty
~ five. They had a hall built in 1879. 1In 1904 the Grange
disorganized and the building was sold. There also used to be a
chaptar of Modern “oodmen of America and one of Royal Neigbbors
her=, They nad their meetings in the Town Hall.

'orest fires came through here in 1090 and again in 1097,
Both £ires did a lot of damage t6 the standing timpber. When the
lumber was all qone, the mills moved away and a lot of peojdle
went with them. The day tne mill stiut down, they tied down the
whin=io and let it hlow to take the steam out of the bollers.

iy 1504 Rural Free Delivery was established with willlai
Jensen n2 the first mail carrier.

In L1906 the telephone line was put through and that sane
year, the railroad was taken out. No one knew they were golng to

_tako out the raillicad. The train came in as usual on Sunday

morning and, when the +iiin went out, they took the tracks up.
That was auite a plow to the village.
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There were several bad fires here. There was a hotel on the
vacant lot next to Clara Nott's home that wurned in 1909. There
was another had fire in 1915. The general store, that had been
formerly owned Hy H. G. Ward and Ernest Sweet and was now owneda
oy Elmer Forbes, burned along with the hardware owned hy R. G.
Abbey & Son, the grocery store owned by H. A, Tiffany & Son and a
dwelling house owned by trs. Schofield. That was a tragic day
for Chippewa Lake. However, the town gurvived and life went on

as usual.
Our church was built by the Chinvewa Lake Lumber Company

about 1885, For many years it was Conaregational, About 1%17 or

<1918, 'several families moved away from .Chippewa Lake and the ...

village axd church went into sort of a slump, For a few years
the cnurcih &idn't have a regular pastor »ut only had services on
special cvoresions., Tae church was taken over by the siethodists
in 1921. iev. bevinney was District Superintendent at that time.
For mahy yzars ths Women's society of the church was known as the
Ladies' Aid Society. Mrs. Clayton Zuse, whose husband was pasior
here from 1940 to 1945, organized our present U.5.C.5, in

Octoher, 1940.
1 was.born in a log house about a mile and a half east of

hefe. It was cuite a large log house,; Aas houses vrent in those

days. At that time nearly everyone had the floors of their home
covered with rag carpet. The rags had to be cut in thin strips
and sewed together and woven to make the carpet. low walll.
remember the good times we had sewing the rags for our carpet. A
lot of younq people would gather at our house in the evenineg and
sew rags, eat popcorn and sing. When the rags were all sawed and
wound into balis, mother took them to tirs. Foot and she wove our
carpet. We covered the £loor with straw and put the carpet over
i and tacked it down. When we had it all stretched and tacked
dewin, we thought it was just veautiful. I have seen oriental
rua: in later years that didn't look nearly as beautiful to me as

tha rayg carvet did then.

~You youngsters have never known the joy of sleeping in & bed
that had, instead of a mattress, a strawtick and a feather hedls
The: i4 what we had when I was your age. We used to £i11 the

. gtrowtick with fresh straw in the fall and put a thick feather

ysd syl it. Tha first night, after we filled the strawtick, the

ped war 5o high we could hardly cliwb into it. After we had

nizot en it awhile, it got packed down a bit. The first night

was always a thrill. The snell of the fresh straw, and the

viszwhn nfF the soft fertlher bed, made for a verfect night's sleep.
T gupoese vou vougsters think 1life was nretty dull here
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years ago but really it wasn't, I believe we had more fun then
than you young »eople do now.

vie used to build a big bonfire down by the lake and have
gkating marties at night. Sometimes all the young people in the
neichsorhood would gather at our home, with their sleds, and we
would go coasting., MNother would have a big kettle of vegetanle
soup oh the old heating stove to keep J.t warm £0r us when we cane
in hungry as bears. I wish I could nave sometiing now that
would tast as delicious as that did then.

Then there were tafifyv nulls and th: sleigh ride parties with
a string of bells around each horse to add to the gayety. U=
would put a lot of straw in the botton of the hobsleiqgh, with
some warm nlankets over it, and cowms ovar us, and with two or
three hot foot stones at our feet, we were very Warm anc ccuy.
There i6 a >iq soap stone up in the attic now that has becr. on a
1ot of sleigh ride perties,

Every year hefore the hunting season ovenad, all the huntz, s
in the neighborhood would get together and choose up sides,
‘There was lots of game here then, although we dida't have deer
here at that tinme. Bach kind of gaume counted so many points,
They would.all-get up at the crack of dawn the morning the season
opened and start out. When they brought in their kill at night
and totaled un their points, the side with the most points won
and the other side nad to »nut on the game supdver. These suppers
were usually held upstairs in the Town Hall. After supper, Cliff
gnarks would tune up his fiddle and we would have a square dance,
Thase nunting parties were something we looked forward to from
ona year to the next.

The village got electricity in 1931. That was a big thrill.
Berore that, everycne lichted their homes with oil lamps aad
”caudles. When we think of all tnat electricity does for us now,
we wonhder how we aver got along without it. '

ithen I get to thinking of the »ast and some of the good

times T had when I was young, this old rhyine comes to my mind., I

'?,don’* anw who wrote it "ut it goes somathing like this:

I am fully awanra iat my youtnh has been svent,
My get=-up=-and-jo Las ot un and went,
But I don't really wmind, as I think with a grin,
Af all the nice places my get-up has been,
3y Lhe looks of the clock, I think it is time for we to
gl ~wm1niqcinq and for vou youngsters to get to bed. I may be

o worwesonltative of the past but you represent the future and you
YRR Ud{ Jouy sleesa
S, "Good nighv. w2 darlings, and pleasant dreams.,"



